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Cathedral and Community 

"With Cathedral and Community: A History of St George's 

Cathedral, Perth, Professor John Tonkin invites us to consider the 

character of the cathedral, not so much through the routine 

observation of accumulated data, but through the creative tension 

experienced between key individuals working together in the shared 

community of the diocese, cathedral and the city. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cathedral and Community is a work of impressive scholarship, and 

offers a unique insight into the life of a vibrant cathedral, dedicated in 

its resolve to work as effectively as possible for the good of the diocese and the 

wider community."   

(The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd, Dean of Perth) 

  

 

John Tonkin is Professor of History and Head of the School of 

Humanities at the University of Western Australia where he has taught 

for more than thirty years.  His previous publications include The 

Church and the Secular Order in Reformation Thought (1971) and The 

Reformation in Historical Thought (with A. G. Dickens, 1985).  He is 

also editor of Religion and Society in Western Australia (1987). 

  

 

 

WELCOME  TO OUR CATHEDRAL. 

  

FROM THE DEAN, DR JOHN SHEPHERD. 

  

Throughout the period of the early church, the most obvious fact of 

life was that its members always met together.  It apparently never 

crossed their minds that you could claim to be a Christian and not be 

actively involved in the life of the Church. 

The reason you can’t is that Christianity is not a set of religious 

feelings. Christianity is major surgery; letting God use his tools in his way to cut the 

old Adam out of our personalities and so to make it possible for the divine image in 

us to overwhelm our life. 

Feelings don’t enter into it much. Feeling loving to my doctor won’t cure my 

appendicitis if I stay away from the operating table. Feeling Christian won’t save me 

if I stay away from the Church, which Christ himself instituted. God’s will is for us to 

spend time together with the help of properly authorised and qualified leaders - 

praying, studying the Scriptures, celebrating the Sacraments and trying to learn to 

love. 

  



OUR RELIGION IS ORGANISED BECAUSE JESUS ORGANISED IT. 

JESUS GAVE US THE INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH BECAUSE IT IS GOD’S WILL FOR OUR 

SALVATION. 

  

JOIN WITH US IN OUR SERVICES AND BECOME PART OF GOD’S FAMILY, HELPING 

US WITH YOUR PRESENCE. 

 

 

  

WHO WAS ST GEORGE? George was an early martyr in the 

East, perhaps at Lydda in Palestine, now Lod in Israel, where his tomb 

is said to be. Nothing much is known of his life although from the 

sixth century onwards legends about him as a warrior saint abounded. 

The story of his rescuing a maiden from a dragon first appeared in the 

twelfth century.  In 1349 he was recognised as England’s patron saint 

when Pope Benedict XIV made him Protector of the Kingdom and King 

Edward 111 put the newly founded Order of the Garter under his 

protection. He is commemorated by Saint George’s Chapel, Windsor 

and the Order of St Michael and St George. His feast day is kept on 

April 23rd, the date of his martyrdom in 303 AD.  

   

 

A SHORT HISTORY. 

  

The very first Anglican Service to be held in Western Australia took place under a 

jarrah tree, possibly on the corner of Irwin and Hay Streets, in 1829.  HMS Success 

was on her way from Sydney to London when she ran aground on the rocks near 

Fremantle on November 29th 1829.  One of the passengers, the Revd Thomas 

Scott, was marooned in Perth for twelve months, and for the first two found himself 

the only ordained minister of religion in the community.  

  

With Christmas only three weeks away, he set to work to build a church; everyone 

helped, particularly Captain Frederick Irwin and the soldiers of the Sixty Third 

Regiment.  The church, built partly of wood, with rushes filling up the sides, and 

appropriately known as the ‘rush church’ came into being, and lasted for seven 

years. It was built on the corner of Hay & Irwin Streets. 

  

Eighty people were present for the first service on Christmas Day, eleven of 

whom communicated, and the offertory amounted to two guineas.  

  

Following the sale and demolition of the ‘rush church’, services were held in the 

Court Room, which still stands in the Supreme Court Gardens and is the home of the 

Francis Burt Law Centre.   The Court House was opened for worship on Good Friday 

(March 24 1837). But this was an unsatisfactory arrangement, as the building was 

used for a school on weekdays, and as a court on Saturdays. However this was to 

last for a further ten years.  

  

In 1838 a fund was opened for subscriptions towards the cost of a permanent 

centre of worship.The Chaplain moved that a subscription book be opened and kept 

at the bank; the Church Societies in England gave 800 pounds.The ‘thinly attended 

meeting’ promised 375 pounds, and the estimated cost of the church was 1,000 

pounds. In point of fact the Trustees had difficulty in raising the sum required, which 



turned out to be more than 1,000 pounds. It was then time to decide on a site. 

Originally the plan was for the church to be where St Mary’s Cathedral now stands. 

The Rush Church had been built on the plot set aside for Wittenoom’s house because 

it was nearer the settlement which was clustered around Barrack Street. The 

meeting of 1838 felt that the site where the Cathedral now stands was more central 

(particularly as there were no roads, only sandy bush). But the military hospital 

would have to be removed at the expense of the Church.  In 1841, 

on January 1st, Governor John Hutt laid the Foundation Stone of 

the first Church of St George. About 600 people were present 

when the church was opened on January 22nd. This building stood 

adjacent to Law Chambers (the large building on the north side of 

the present Cathedral.) The building was finally opened on January 

22 1845. The old church faced north and south and stretched from 

approximately the west end of the present Cathedral main entrance.  

At this time Western Australia was included in the Diocese of South Australia and the 

church had to await the arrival of Bishop Short who consecrated it on November 15th 

1848. 

On the arrival in 1858 of The Most Reverend Bishop Hale, Perth’s first Bishop, 

St George’s became his Cathedral, and although it was later enlarged it did not meet 

the needs of the Diocese or the Parish of Perth. (The Cathedral Parish included West 

Perth, North Perth, Highgate and East Perth...and in the early 1900’s was ministering 

to up to 15,000 people!) 

The arrival of the The Most Reverend Henry Hutton Parry, Perth’s second 

Bishop heralded the building of the present Cathedral. An anonymous donation of 

2,000 pounds was given provided that a similar amount was collected by June. This 

person turned out to be Sir Luke Leake, the Treasurer of the committee. By October 

the sum was raised.  

  

THE BUILDING. 

  

Work began in 1879 with the Foundation Stone being laid on November 2nd 1880 

by the Governor, Sir William Robinson. This stone is on the North East corner 

(outside the North transept). 

  

Edmund Thomas Blackett arrived in Sydney from England on November 3rd 1842 

with a reputation for Church and other types of Architecture. His works include St 

Andrew’s and St Mary’s Cathedrals in Sydney, also commercial buildings and private 

houses. In 1878 he was approached by Bishop Parry and others to design a new 

Cathedral for Perth and in 1879 his plans were accepted and work began on October 

1st. Blackett died on 9th February 1883 and did not see the completed Cathedral, 

the only example of his work in Western Australia. 

  

The Cathedral is built in English Victorian Gothic Revival style. It is built of bricks 

made from clay from what is now called Queen’s Gardens and stone trimmings 

(quarried at Rottnest Island). 

  

The progress of the building was not without its troubles as seen in the brick work 

above the door leading to the Soldiers’ Chapel. There is a distinct change about 12 

bricks above the door. The outer walls of the Cathedral had only reached a height of 

18 feet when there was some sort of disagreement and work came to a standstill for 

years. 

  



The Architect had planned New Zealand Kauri (Huon Pine) for the hammer beam 

ceiling, but he was persuaded to use our local Jarrah instead. Before the timber 

could be used it lay in the Swan River for two years to soften enough to be carved 

into the required shapes. 

  

The “Blue Stone” columns supporting the Clerestory were worked and shipped from 

Victoria at the suggestion of the late Architect’s son. 

  

The Cathedral was opened and consecrated by Bishop Parry, the second 

Bishop of Perth, on November 15th, 1888. 

  

Blackett’s tower and tall spire were not constructed; instead a castellated and 

unsympathetic squat tower was constructed in 1902. The Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel 

was added in 1923 in memory of Anglican members of the AIF from WA who fought 

in the Great War of 1914-18. This took the place of the Chapter House which was in 

the original plans. 

  

 

 

A WALK THROUGH THE CATHEDRAL. 

  

The Font.   

  

In 1930 the present Font was designed by Herbert Parry, son of 

Bishop Parry. Sculptured in Donnybrook stone, the design includes 

well-known Christian symbols on its eight facets. The cost of 120 

pounds was defrayed by the offerings of the children of the diocese. 

  

Its centre facet features the cross; to its right, the first and last 

letters of the Greek alphabet, alpha and omega (the first and the 

last); and next to that, a fish, since the Greek word for fish provides 

the initial letters for ‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour.’ Next comes the letters IHS, 

sometimes understood to derive from the motto ‘In Hoc Signo’ (conquer through this 

sign) associated with the Roman emperor Constantine, but more probably a 

mediaeval abbreviation for the name of Jesus. At the back of the font is a ship, and 

written across it, the Latin word for ‘church’ - in early Christian art, the ark was a 

common symbol of the church into which its members enter through baptism.  Next, 

to the right, are the interlocking triangles, symbol of the Trinity, God the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. The dove on the font derives from the biblical descriptions of Jesus’ 

baptism, in which the Holy Spirit is described as ‘descending like a dove.’  Lastly, 

there is a symbol composed of the first two letters in Greek of the title ‘Christ’ (The 

Anointed One) which the early church used. 

  

The font cover was given by Mrs M Vise of Rochester (1978) in memory of her 

family. The Baptistry window had already been given in memory of her father. 

  

Since baptism is the sacrament through which people enter the fellowship of the 

Church, the font’s position near the west door is logical. 

  

   

The Aisles. 

  



  

The Aisles are marked off by bluestone columns worked from Portland stone. 

  

  

The Stations of the Cross.  

  

These were designed and cast as bronze medallions by Andor Menzaros and were 

placed in the Cathedral in 1983 on the south and north walls. They depict the events 

of Good Friday, beginning with Pontius Pilate’s  sentencing of Jesus, and ending with 

the laying of Jesus’ body in the tomb.  A fifteenth station, representing the 

resurrection, and not a part of the traditional sequence, is to be found on the wall 

near the north door. These valuable aids to worship were made possible by the 

Association of the Friends of the Cathedral. 

   

  

The Stained Glass Windows. 

  

The Cathedral is rich in stained glass windows, many of which are memorials to men 

and women who played a large part in the Cathedral’s long history. 

   

North Aisle. 

  

“Labourers in the Vineyard” Made by Clayton & Bell in Birmingham 

 “Christ teaching in the Temple”  

“Christ talking with the woman of Samaria” (This and the next 3 windows are stock 

designs, which were almost massed produced by Clayton & Bell and shipped all over 

the world ) 

“Christ blessing the Children”  

These four windows are memorials to Mathew Hale, Bertie Wittenoom, Theodore 

Parry and Lionel Duncan, who as young boys were drowned in two separate boating 

accidents on the Swan River. Mathew in February 1862, the other three in February 

1892. 

“Baptist teaching in the Wilderness”  

“The Baptism of Christ” 

“The Good Samaritan” in memory of Lockyer Burges (arrived in WA in 1830..farmed 

in Upper Swan, then York..MLC 1879-84) 

“The Good Shepherd” in memory of Samuel Burges (brother of above) 

  

  

North Transept 

  

“Christ blessing the Children” and “Christ healing the sick” are in memory of The 

Very Rev’d Ernest Foster, Dean 1918 - 1925  given in 1928.(these were made by 

Hardman’s in England) 

Lancet windows: the first to be put in was “The good shepherd” in memory of Walter 

Padbury in the early 1890’s. This was made in 1911 by Hardman’s of London.(or by 

Wippett’s of London)  The two centre ones are memorials to  Lilian Evensen  and 

Marwood Kingsmill, loyal worshippers and servants of the Cathedral. The other 

window was given by The Friends and congregation, with a donation from the 

Federal Government, to celebrate the centenary of the Cathedral. 

“Eli and Samuel” The canopies over the figures are called ‘grisale’ and are there to 

accentuate them.  



“Joshua and Archangel Michael, the Captain of the Lord’s Host” is  in memory of Lt-

Col Bruce who arrived in WA in 1850 in charge of Convict Station. He was 

Commandant WA Military Force 1855; MLC 1864, Acting Governor 1868-9. 

Windows leading to St Saviour’s: these 4 windows were meant originally for St 

Peter’s Church West Perth but were salvaged and installed here. They show the 4 

prophets, Isaiah is a bit weathered as he was initially installed the wrong way round. 

  

  

East Windows 

“The Gospel Story” is in memory of the Rev’d Frederick Broome. This window was 

sent from England in 1889 and consecrated on 10th November. It is the gift of Sir 

Frederick Napier Broome, Governor of WA in 1888 and is a memorial to his father 

who was Rector of Kenly in Shropshire. The windows consist of ten pictures telling 

the story of Christ from the entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the Ascension 

and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles at Pentecost. 

  

South Transept 

“The Dorcas Window” in memory of Mary Elizabeth Moore who was a tireless worker 

giving a great deal of her life in the service of others. This is from the same studio as 

the West Rose (wheel?) Window and similarities in style can be seen in the angels of 

the two.  At the bottom of the window is the figure of charity. 

“The Resurrection” and “The Agony in the Garden” are in memory of Ernest and 

Marion Parker, Stephen and Elizabeth Parker, Sarah and Jessie Parker (1914) These 

windows were made locally in the 1930’s. 

    

  

South Aisle 

“The Boy Christ in the Temple” is in memory of Edward Sholl (1899) 

“Christ and Peter walking on the sea” was given in memory of George and Alice 

Glyde 

“Christ,the Light of the World” in memory of James Kenworthy, Sunday School  

Teacher and Choir member (1902) It is taken from the famous painting by Holman 

Hunt, the original of which is hung in Merton College, Oxford.  The window was made 

locally by the Byett brothers in the 1930’s. 

“The Annunciation” is in memory of E.G, W.G. and W.P Hearman. Made locally by 

Arthur Clarke. The jewels are faceted pieces of solid glass which were set in the 

window. 

“The Temptation” is in memory of Edmund Lacey (1911) Also made by Arthur Clarke, 

designed by Jamie Linton, a local silversmith and artist. Glass made by Barnett Bros, 

Perth. 

“Madonna and Child” is in memory of Esther and Emma Burt (wife and daughter of O 

Burt) designed by local artist. 

“Mary hath chosen that good part” is in memory of May Edwards and was given by 

the G F S in 1934, designed by a local artist. An early example of White Friars glass. 

“Christ washing the feet” is in memory of John Townley, one time treasurer of the 

Cathedral..also White Friars glass.  

Over the doors of the South Porch are two angels designed and produced by the 

Clayton & Bell studios. 

  

   

West Wall 

These windows were made by White Friars glass in London in the 1930’s 



“The Holy Spirit came upon them” is in memory of Anthony Lefroy. In this window 

are representations of the temple at Ephesus and at the bottom St Michael’s Mount. 

In the foreground is St Paul.  

“The Baptism of the centurion” is in memory of Anne Wittenoom. 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple. The figures are Simeon, Anna, the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and Jesus. The pelican is the symbol of the Church. This is a memorial to 

Arthur Abbott and Gideon Rutherford. 

The Baptism of Christ. These windows are very typical of English glass. White Friars 

aimed to make one window a day and two on Sundays. 

“Christ in glory”.The Rose Window behind the organ...is in memory of Constance 

Bush.(1908) The angels’ heads are portraits of the donor’s family, and the rest is 

copied from a 15th century German painting, as in the Dorcas window. 

  

The limestone surrounding all the windows was quarried at Rottnest Island. 

   

The Lectern...given by Louisa Leake in memory of her mother, Mrs Walpole in 

1879. The Lectern came from the original St George’s Cathedral. 

  

   

THE TRANSEPTS 

             

At the end of each aisle are the north and south transepts, which are the two arms of 

the cross shape in which the building is constructed. Each transept contains a 

number of historic memorials reflecting events in the life of the Cathedral, the State 

and overseas. 

  

THE MEMORIALS 

  

North Transept Memorials 

Annear Emily, Baily George, Burt Alfred, Burt Marion, Clement  Dr Dixie (leading 

Perth Obstetrician), Clements Ethel, Clifton Robert (Organ Builder, Chapter Member 

and Senior Public Servant), Clifton Rose, Davidson James, Hale The Rt Rev’d 

Mathew, first Bishop of Perth, Harwood Joshua (Cathedral Chapter) Harwood 

Susannah, Hudleston The Ven.Cuthbert (Archdeacon),  Humphry George, Moore 

George, Moore Charles, Moore, The Very Rev’d Robert, Dean of Perth 1929 - 1947, 

Moore Margaret, Newton Robert, Parry The Rt Rev’d Henry, Second Bishop of Perth, 

 Parry Mary,  Riley Tthe Most Rev’d Charles, Third Bishop and First Archbishop, 

 Shenton Charlotte,  Shenton Katharine,  Watkins Glyn (Colonial Chaplain)  

  

   

South Transept Memorials 

Adams F J, Angel T (S A War), Alday R, Barnes Charles (WW1), Bell Albert (WW1) 

Benson Alfred (WW1) Bishop G N, Blanck A, Black PL, Bollinger W F, Brady Edgar 

(WW1), Brickhill B T (WW1) Broome, the Rev’d Frederick , father of Governor 

Broome, Burges William, Burges Francis, Burt Septimus MLC, MLA, (Chancellor of the 

Cathedral), Buttrose Brig.Alfred,(Lay Canon, Diocesan Trustee) Carnegie, the Hon 

David (Administrator, Explorer) Carter Francis (WW1) Chase Richard (WW1) Clifford 

C C, Christie Frank,  Astley, Charles Cooper (WW1), Collett M W, Conway M, Cross W 

H, Courthope Edward, Dalliston, Davies Mary, Delahunty J, Demel George (WW1), 

Cowan Edith ,  Duncan Lionel (accidentally drowned) Dunstan W J, Edwards F F, 

Foster, The Very Rev’d Ernest, Dean of Perth, Fenwick Basil (WW1), Fisher B, Forrest 

Alexander (S A War) Force H, Foss Cecil, Foss Henry, Foss Ernest, Fraser William, Fry 

O E, Furlong R G, Gamble Dorothy, Gibbs Herbert, Hackett Sir John Winthrop MLC 



(Chancellor UWA & Diocese) Hale Mathew (accidentally drowned) Hale Elgar (WW1) 

ex-chorister; Hale The Rt Rev’d Mathew Blagden, first Bishop of Perth, Hassell 

Donald (WW1), Hambly E A (S A War), Hammond A, *Harper  Charles (WW1), 

Hensman G H,Holmes Harrie (WW1), Hope William, Hume J (S A War), Irwin H F, 

Irwin S T, Iles F G, Kay James, Kirke Basil (Cathedral organist and noted musician), 

Leake George (WW1), Lefroy Anthony, Linton James (WW1), Loton Sir William 

(member of Chapter and Diocesan Trustee), Lukin Dudley (WW1) McGregor R H, 

McLeod Albert, McPhee W J (S.A.War), McRae Gordon (WW1), McWilliams George 

(S.A.War), Merryweather Dr Roy (Chapter and Synod Member), Moor H G, Moore 

Mary, Moore Reginald (WW1) Montgomery A B(WW1), Morris G A, O’Connor 

Roderick, Page Frank, Pain Allison (Hon Organist and Chapter member) Parker 

Ernest, Parker Stephen, Parker W, Parry, the Rt Rev’d Henry, second Bishop of Perth, 

Parry Theodore (accidentally drowned) Parsons Colin (WW!), Parsons O (WW1), 

Pearse, Playne John (WW1), Pile Rolfe, Reid S S,  Ricardo Cmdt Percy (SA War), 

Riley Frank (son of Archbishop Riley), Roe James, Rogers David, Roscoe J (SAWar), 

Roskams James (WW1), Sears Clyde, *Selby-Smyth Miles, former Governor’s aide, 

(WW1), Semple J, Sherwood Thomas (Chapter member and Diocesan Trustee), 

Sherwood Caroline, Solomon H, Spencer Thomas, Stalker William (WW1), Stone Sir 

Edward (Lt-Gov and Chief Justice), Spencer R W, Thompson Fred, Thompson Daisy, 

Thurston J B M, Turnbull Alexander ex-chorister (WW1), Westcott G, White H, Wilson 

T H, Wittenoom Bertie (drowned). 

*Lt Charles Croke Harper - 43rd & 52nd...was posted missing, presumed killed in the 

Somme Battle May1917, during attack at Vis-en-Artois...8 officers, 291 OR casualties 

out of a total strength of 12 officers, 523 men; attacked failed...battalion withdrew to 

where it had started from.  

*Miles Selby-Smyth...ADC 1910 - 1912; killed in France 25 March 1915. 

  

There are interesting stylistic contrasts, and pleasant art nouveau touches, in the 

memorial to Percy Black, framed with native flowers; the fine portrait memorial to 

the explorer D W Carnegie; (who travelled 2000 miles throughout unknown WA) ;the 

high classical inscriptional style of the lettering in the tablet to M E Moore; the 

classical regency marble plaque along the north wall, commemorating J B 

Wittenoom, the State’s first colonial chaplain.  

  

The Pulpit.  

  

This was carved in England in 1892 from Caen stone. It commemorates Sir Luke 

Leake, a generous benefactor and treasurer of the original Building Committee and 

Thomas Henry Champneys. The sounding board above the pulpit was donated in 

1909 as a gift from Mrs Curtis in memory of her husband, Alfred Parkins Curtis.  It is 

the work of M Madeley. Inset into a ledge in the pulpit is a recess for a pocket watch, 

a salutary reminder to the preacher that his message must be disciplined.  

  

  

The Crucifix and Icons 

  

Near the pulpit is a 20th century  Bavarian crucifix, a memorial to Michael Wenzel,  

Cathedral priest and musician (1970 - 1973). The figure of Christ was purchased in 

Oberammergau, and the Cross was made by a member of the congregation.  

  

The Russian Icon was given by Mrs Julie Mann in memory of her husband. They had 

lived in China for many years and acquired the Icon there. Because of the kindness 



shown to Mr Mann by the Cathedral Staff during his illness, Mrs Mann presented the 

Icon. This one dates from the mid-nineteenth century.  

  

Another Icon was presented by Ms Sariola in 1990, that of St George. 

  

 

The Chancel Screen.  

  

The Rood Screen was wrought in England and was erected in 1906 as a memorial to 

Bishops Hale and Parry. Lady Bedford, the wife of the Governor of WA collected 426 

pounds from the people of Perth to cover the cost. Dedicated by Bishop Riley on 1st 

August 1906. 

  

  

The High Altar and Reredos.  

  

The High Altar of white sandstone with marble panels and marble top was set in 

position in 1896 and is a memorial to Sir Frederick Palgrave Barlee, at one time 

Colonial Secretary of WA.  

  

Above the Altar and carved from white alabaster is the reredos, which was the gift of 

the Hon Septimus Burt, as a memorial to Sir Archibald Burt, Chief Justice of the 

State and his wife Louise Emily, and also to Edward Hare, R M of Albany and his wife 

(1908). The carvings show Jesus as a boy in the Temple; Jesus cleansing the Temple 

and Jesus with the incident of the Tribute money. Above these scenes stand the four 

evangelists and on either side are Moses and Elijah, typifying the Law, the Prophets 

and the Gospel. (it is thought that the figures of the sages and Jesus and Mother 

come from a painting by Holman Hunt called ‘The Saviour (or Christ) in the 

Temple’....painting in Birmingham Art Gallery UK....(have tried to get more 

information, but no reply!) 

The Sanctuary Lamp was given in 1964 in memory of Archbishop Le Fanu. 

  

  

The Nave Altar. 

  

This was crafted in jarrah and was placed in its position in 1991 in order to allow the 

congregation to feel more a part of the Eucharistic services. It was made by Mr Robin 

McArthur. A special feature is the hand-carved knight and dragon portraying the 

legend of St George. 

  

The Votive Candle Stands 

  

Given Easter 1975...by Mr & Mrs Bodycoat...ordered to be removed by Archbishop 

Sambell....December 1975....replaced after Sambell’s death. 

A second votive stand was given by Mr & Mrs Ronald Fishwick, grandparents of the 

head chorister Christopher Karas, in May 2000. 

  

  

The Chapels.  

 

The Soldiers’ Chapel. 

When the Cathedral was built, there was insufficient money to build the ‘Chapter 

House’ as was intended in the original plans. Archbishop Riley and the Chapter 



decided to use the space as a memorial to those who fought in the First World 

War. Funds were finally in hand at the beginning of 1923 and the chapel was 

consecrated later that year. The Chapel is built of Donnybrook stone and brick. 

  

The Rood beam across the opening in the Chancel wall came from the old Stirling 

Market which was taken over for the making of munitions in the first World War. It 

carries the “Cross of Sacrifice” which is an exact replica of the crosses used in the 

cemeteries of France and Belgium. Embossed on the cross is a naked sword, and 

engraved on the beam are the words ‘their name liveth for evermore.’ The walls are 

lined halfway up with polished jarrah panelling; the doors are of carved jarrah and 

the floor inlaid with jarrah blocks.  The stained glass windows show the four Gospel 

writers and were originally in the first church of St George. 

  

The wooden cross came from the Flanders battlefield and was rescued from a 

burning church at Villers Bretonneaux. It originally marked the common graves of 

WA officers and men killed during the battle. Between the lst and 2nd World Wars it 

was shipped to Australia and hung in the Anglican Church of St Anne’s, Ryde. A 

former W A member of the 51st Battalion saw it and the cross was brought to the 

West and dedicated on November 11th 1956. (further details on page 15 ) 

  

The chapel also contains a case with the Victoria Cross awarded to Lieutenant C W 

K Sadlier for his part in the conflict at Villers Brettonneaux on 24 April 1918 given in 

1980 by his widow.(see page 15 ) 

(There is a copper cased Book containing the name of every West Australian Anglican 

who had been killed in the first World War. This was a gift from Archbishop Riley .The 

case was designed by Mr J W R Linton, Art Instructor at the Technical School, Perth, 

while the book itself was compiled and arranged by Dr J S Battye, Librarian of the 

Perth Public Library. There are 2,343 names inscribed in the book, (another copy is 

held by the Battye Library, Perth.) There were also flags from Pretoria taken by 

Major Parker and placed in memory of those who died in the S African War; colours 

of the 10th Light Horse .) 

  

The sanctuary lamp was given by Mr and Mrs J O Fisher as a memorial to their son, 

Pilot Officer O R Fisher killed in action December 1941. The stained glass windows 

show the Evangelists, (the fourth used to be in the choir room) and came from the 

old church of St George. 

  

The Priest’s chair with the badge of the Brigade of Guards carved into its back, is a 

gift from the Guards’ Association of W.A, given in October 1979 when Lord de Lisle 

VC, himself a former colonel in the Grenadier Guards was present. 

  

The prayer desk was given by the Girls’ Friendly Society in 1924. 

  

The chairs are replicas of the original seating. Every morning and evening of the 

week Morning and Evening Prayer are held in the Chapel. 

  

Behind the altar is the Tabernacle in which the Reserved Sacrament is kept. 

This was a gift of the family of John Wilfred Mawby (1890 -1979) who served with 

the 10th Light Horse in Gallipoli, and his wife Bertha Beatrice (1898 - 1981) with 

love and gratitude for their devotion and was given in 1982.  

  

There was a fire in the Chapel in 1982 which destroyed some items, the hanging 

altar frontal and other fabrics, and damaged two crucifixes. 



  

  

 

 

St Saviour’s Chapel. 

  

In 1927 this was set apart as the Toc H Chapel. An altar cross was given in memory 

of A Kirton, two candles-ticks in memory of W Morton and J Strickland; a pair of 

vases in memory of C and J McArthur; the altar was the gift of the Archbishop; pews 

came from St John’s Perth; a service book was given by the priests of the Diocese of 

Perth; and the 10th Light Horse gave a harmonium that was used in Palestine. 

  

However because of the dampness, the chapel fell into disrepair. It was restored as a 

result of a generous gift of thanksgiving for the life of Robert John Pittard and was 

dedicated on St George’s Day 1977.  

  

A small chalice was given to be used in St Saviour’s, a gift in memory of Brenda Jill 

Sekias.(1977) 

  

The original screen print behind the altar is a gift of the Friends of the Cathedral. It is 

called “the Tree of Life” and was executed by John Coburn and is number 19 of 50 

prints.  

  

The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Infant Christ is a gift of the Society of 

Mary in memory of Bishop John Frewer, one time Bishop of the North West Diocese 

(1977). 

  

Four Old Testament Prophets mounted in jarrah frames are on the wall leading to the 

Chapel. These had been originally in the old Cathedral at the Deanery in 

Scarborough and were returned in 1987. 

   

  

 Choir stalls. 

  

The carved panelling just above the Canons’ stalls in the choir is the gift of Miss Mary 

Elizabeth Moore and Mrs Newton. That on the Cantoris side was actually carved by 

Mrs Newton herself and is a copy of the panelling in Exeter Cathedral, England. 

The Stall for the use of Archdeacon of Goldfields was given by Lady Lee-Steere in 

1907 while the Stall for the use of the Chancellor was given by Sir W Hackett in the 

same year. 

  

 

The Organs.  

  

In 1846 a series of concerts were held to raise money for the purchase of ‘an organ 

or other suitable instrument’ for the first Church of St George. 

In 1847 a harmonium type organ known as an ‘aeolophon’ was purchased for 140 

pounds. Bishop Hale purchased another harmonium in 1865 which was described as 

‘a powerful instrument - and of great service in the choral worship.’ 

  

A concert was held in 1871 to raise funds for a pipe organ. This two manual organ 

which cost 800 pounds was built by William Hill and Son of London. It was installed 

under the supervision of Mr Robert McKenzie of Melbourne. A keenly interested 



observer of its assembly was Robert Cecil Clifton who later became a well known 

organ builder. It was Clifton who tuned and maintained the organ for the next 26 

years until the arrival in Perth of the Adelaide firm, J E Dodd. 

  

When the Cathedral was built, Clifton who was Chief Clerk in the Lands Dept. 

dismantled the pipe organ in the Old Cathedral and re-built it in its new home. In 

1902 a third manual was added. In 1928 a new stop was added in memory of Dr. 

Merryweather, a member of Chapter.  In 1959 the instrument was dismantled and 

shipped to England where the tonal scheme was revised and the organ considerably 

enlarged.  Despite all the changes and additions the organ still contains some of the 

original Hill pipe work as well as the two main Hill barred chests. Walkers chose to 

re-site the organ in the South Transept, thus partly obscuring the Dorcas window. 

The West Organ was installed in 1993 and dedicated on Advent Sunday. The 

casework is made of Tasmanian oak and the front pipes of burnished tin. In 1995 a 

new chancel organ was installed in the chamber under the Bell Tower and designed 

to accompany choirs singing in the Chancel.  The cost of building the organs were 

met by three bequests; those of Evelyn Elizabeth Elgee (in memory of James George 

Lee-Steere and Kathleen Anne Lee-Steere) Jane Laura Heron and Winifred Maude Le 

Fanu. (for more details see separate leaflet.) 

  

  

  

Sir Paul Hasluck Banner  

  

 The Most Noble Order of the Garter ...only two Australians have ever been 

appointed...Lord Casey and Sir Paul Hasluck. On the death of  a knight  his banner is 

laid up by being placed on the altar of St George’s Chapel, Windsor, and in due 

course handed to the family. Sir Paul requested that his banner be confided to our 

Cathedral, because of the link with St George’s and Sir Paul’s own link with the City 

of Perth and its Cathedral. 

The official description is: Per pale and per chevron Or and Azure three Catherine 

Wheels within a Bordure all countercharged and for the crest on a wreath of the 

Colours In front of a Star of Seven Points Or a Blackboy (Xanthorrhoea) flowered 

Sable....the Supporters following that is to say: On the dexter side an Australian 

Pelican (Pelicanus conspicillatus) and on the sinister side a Western Australian Pied 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carius) proper.. 

The three Catherine Wheels have been taken from the arms of Aslake of Holme (in 

Norfolk) granted in 1563. These arms have been used by members of the Hasluck 

family in Britain since that date and have generally been referred to as the Hasluck 

coat of arms. The seven-pointed star in the Crest represents the Commonwealth of 

Australia. The Blackboy in front of it was chosen as a personal emblem from Western 

Australia. The supporters are two Australian birds chosen because of Hasluck’s 

interest in bird-watching and because of his association with the Swan River, and 

partly because in their habits both birds exemplify the motto on the crest, ‘patient 

and persistent.’   

  

  

The Memorial Cross: Erected to the memory of the officers, NCO’s and men 

of the 51st Battalion AIF who fell in the counter attack at VILLERS 

BRETONNEUX  24 -25th April 1918......   

such is the inscription on a wooden cross that was erected about 2 weeks following 

one of the most successful counter-attacks during the 1914-1918 war and which 

after a period of 38 years was re-dedicated in this Cathedral on Remembrance Day, 



1956, before the largest parade of ex-members of the 51st Batt.AIF, since the 

Battalion was disbanded during the early days of 1919. 

Following the withdrawal of the AIF from Gallipoli and the creation of the 4th 

Australian Division, the 11th B and its reinforcements, which consisted of personnel 

entirely from WA, was divided into 2 units, one half continuing as the 11th, and the 

other half forming a new Battalion, the 51st, which became one of the 4 Infantry 

Battalions forming the 13th Brigade. Until the Armistice was signed, the strength of 

the Battalion was maintained by 11 re-inforcements, each of a strength of 152 and 

all from WA. 

Although there is no official record of the total personnel passing through its ranks, it 

has been estimated that the number would be in the vicinity of 3,000 men, of whom 

it is known that 665 were killed in action, 202 died of wounds, 1604 were wounded 

in action, and 89 taken prisoner of war, the total number of casualties numbering 

2,560. 

The Battalion, as a unit of the 4th Aust. Division, was engaged in France and Belgium 

continuously in the operations of that Division at Fleurbaix, Poziers, Mouquet Farm, 

St Elol and the Flers Sector during 1916. The operations in the latter sector extended 

well into 1917, and together with activities at Noreuil, Bullecourt, Messines, 

Ploegstreet, Polygon Wood, Passchendale and Moislains constituted a very full year. 

1918 saw the Battalion at Hill 60, Bresle, Dernancourt, Corbie, Villers Bretonneux, 

Sailly-le-Sac, Hamel, Domart, Chippily Spur, Hindenburg Line, and in the advances 

to Bray from Gressaire and from Peronne to Harbonnieres. 

The Battalion in March 1918 was at its best as regards numbers and morale. Dr Bean 

in the ‘Official History of the AIF’ records that ‘he passed at Norelles our 51st 

Battalion, very strong numerically and looking grand,’ and that ‘the 13th Brigade, 

including the 51st, contained a large number of young recruits recently received, but 

marching full of confidence, helmets cocked and cigarettes in mouth.’ 

Then a month later came the historic counter-attack at Villers-Bretonneux on the 

evening of the 24, 25 April 1918, an attack says the official historian ‘that brought 

great fame to the Australian Infantry - before sunrise this cold, clean stroke had 

relieved the Allies from the anxious situation existing at sunset, the swiftness and 

finality of the decision which it imposed, and the success attained here caused it to 

be cited as the most impressive operation of its kind on the Western Front’. It is well 

known that this counter-attack effectively halted any further westerly advance of the 

enemy. 

Such successes unfortunately can only be gained at great expense in human lives. 

On the morning of 24 April, the ration strength of the Battalion was 844, and the 

casualties were 43.2% of that number, or 365. 

No wonder therefore that the survivors saw fit to erect a wooden cross at a spot near 

to where this large number of West Australians paid the supreme sacrifice. The cross 

was made by Horatio Julian, from such timbers (mainly spruce) as were available in 

a nearby village named Blangy Tronville. It was painted by Walter Rich, was 

transported to the scene of its erection by Joseph Tunnercliffe MM; Chaplain Donald 

Blackwood MC conducted the Service; the Commanding Officer Lieut.Colonel Robert 

Christie DSO had previously selected the site, and marked it with a stick. The Cross 

was erected at this spot by a working party from the Battalion under the command 

of Lieut. Reginald Wood. The Cross remained on this original site until the 

establishment of the Aust War Cemetery at Villers Bretonneux. 

Due no doubt to the excellent state of preservation, and the great sentiment 

attached to the Cross, when the Australian War Cemetery was established the Aust 

War Memorial arranged for the Cross to be sent to Australia. The Cross was offered 

to and accepted by a Citizen Force Militia Regiment and actually handed over to the 



30/51st Infantry Regiment at a Ceremonial Parade at Liverpool Camp NSW on 

Sunday 24 September 1933. 

In the following year the Cross was placed in St Anne’s Church, Ryde, being the 

headquarters of the Militia Unit. Some years later the Association of Ex-members of 

the 51st heard of this action, and being of the opinion that the Cross should be 

located in Perth commenced negotiations for its transfer. The success of these 

approaches was largely due to the persistence and devoted efforts of Reg Wood, the 

then Secretary of the Association - the same Lieut Wood who had officiated at the 

erection of the Cross at V.B. 

So the Cross came to its final home and resting place in the Cathedral situated in the 

Capital City of the State from which the men came. 

It is noted that Chaplain Blackwood, who dedicated the Cross originally, had retired 

to Tasmania, after serving many years as Bishop of Gippsland - came to Perth to 

rededicate the Cross on Remembrance Day 1956. 

The Cross rests in the Memorial Chapel as a token of Remembrance and provides an 

opportunity for relatives and friends of the deceased at any time, and for the 

Association at appropriate times, to pay tribute at the Cross, originally erected on 

the ground in which their loved ones and their comrades were laid to rest. 

We will remember them. 

  

  

A tale of two war heroes; one of them was a lieutenant, the other was a sergeant. 

One was awarded the Victoria Cross, the other the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

Both were West Australians ....Lieut Clifford Sadlier and Sgt Charles Stokes. 

On April 24/25 these two West Australians and their comrades from the 51st and 

52nd Battalions found themselves outside Villers Bretonneux which had been re- 

taken by the German forces early on 24th. All day the Australians and their allies 

tried to win it back. In those dark times casualties were heavy. As was the way in 

that awful conflict, the men at the top were less than perfect and as the battalion got 

ready for another attack they were told: “Ignore the noise from the woods on your 

left. British troops are clearing out small groups of enemy there.” What came out of 

there as the Australians attacked were German bullets from German machine guns 

fired by Germans. Even the official version says that most of the men in Sadlier’s 

company were killed right then. But Charles Stokes wasn’t. Sadlier, already wounded 

in the leg, got together his bombing troop and helped by Stokes, they attacked the 

machine guns. This small band of men, civilian butchers, bakers and the rest, 

captured two of the machine guns. It was an act of almost crazy courage. But more 

was to follow. Sadlier, alone, took a third machine gun before being wounded again. 

This time Stokes led him to the safety of his own lines. Knowing what went before, it 

seems a matter of course that Stokes then went on with a few men and silenced 

every German gun, leading to a great advance for the Allied troops.  These two men 

survived the nightmare of that war and returned to WA both settling in Subiaco.  

  

COLOURS AND ENSIGNS....Soldiers’ Chapel.(with date of lodgement)...RAAF 

1.7.1998; Special Air Service 22.4.1998;  Vietnam Veterans 8.8.1999; Dunkirk 

Veteran’s Assoc. 28.5.2000( 60th anniversary of withdrawal); Korean S E Veterans’ 

Assoc 25.6.2000; Guards’ Assoc WA; RAN; Union Flag 7.11.1999; Guidon Staff 18th  

Aust Light Horse 1904. 

PLAQUES....Airborne Forces 1.7.200; HMAS Perth (Pennant and Crest) 21.11.2000.  

Vivienne Bullwinkle 11/11/2001; Palestine Police 27.5/2001;  

  

  

The Tower and Bells.  



  

These are a memorial to Queen Victoria, who died on January 22nd 1901. The eight 

original bells arrived in Fremantle in 1903. The cost of the project was estimated at 

750 pounds for the bells and 800 pounds for the Tower extension.  By June 681 

pounds had been raised and a tender from John Warner of London was accepted for 

700 pounds for a peal of 8 bells. Tenders for the building of the Tower were 

considered and Mr Goss’ price of 1,164 pounds was accepted (being the lowest by 26 

pounds). The dedication took place on 22 January 1903. The bells were made and 

hung in the traditional English way for change ringing, which involves each bell 

travelling through a complete circle. For some years the bells were only chimed as 

there were no competent ringers available. A band of bellringers met regularly 

except for periods during the 1914/1918 War when some bellringers were on active 

service. A memorial tablet in the ringing chamber testifies to this. In 1926 muffled 

peals of six bells were rung for Queen Alexandra, the Dean of Perth and Dr 

Merryweather. Change ringing recommenced in 1961 when enthusiastic Cathedral 

Youth Group members discovered the art during visits to other capital cities. St 

George’s became a member of Tower of ANZAB (Aust & NZ Assoc.of Bellringers) 

when it was formed in 1962. 

From old Cathedral reports and Magazines it would seem there were never enough 

ringers for the Bells. 1904 to 1906 Chapter minutes all mention problems with the 

Bells and that they were only rung for Services. 

There also seems to have been some doubt as to the safety of the Tower, even in 

those early days. (I’m sure our present bell- ringers are not surprised!) 

  

In 1907 a Mr Barrs became the Instructor and he organised the ringing for the next 

five years with good results. It is recorded that the Bells were rung half-muffled on 

the occasion of the death of King Edward V11. Most of the ringers who had learnt 

from Mr Barrs stayed until the World War. 

Mr Townsend and Mr Joyce became the mainstays of the ringers in the twenties. It 

was always a struggle to maintain a team, with appeals for learners and experienced 

ringers appearing constantly in the Cathedral Newsletters. In 1932 the Cathedral 

Rover Crew took over the ringing of the Bells and continued until the Second World 

War. 

In the 50’s the Bells were clocked by means of ropes tied around the clapper and by 

pulling them against the side of the Bell, a most unsatisfactory method. In the early 

‘60’s a young group of the Cathedral congregation (under the leadership of Laith 

Reynolds) decided to get the Bells swinging again. In 1968 an earthquake damaged 

the tower and bells and ringing was restricted and stopped altogether in 1973 when 

falling masonry made it clear that restoration was needed. In 1974 the bells were 

recast with the heaviest tenor bell weighing 11 cwt.  The former tenor bell dedicated 

to Queen Victoria is now rung as a day bell. The tower was strengthened and the 

new bells dedicated by Archbishop Sambell and rung for the first time on February 

4th 1976 to welcome the new Dean, The Very Rev’d Vernon Cornish. 

By using much lighter bells, and placing them lower in the tower, the problems of 

movement in the tower has been largely overcome and the bells are rung regularly 

for Sunday Services, weddings and civic occasions. The Bellringers’ Association 

celebrated their 95th anniversary in 1997.The number of bellringers totals about 30, 

and includes three of those who reformed in 1961. About 15 members ring the bells 

on a regular basis.  

Quarter peals, taking about 50 minutes, are attempted nearly every week before 

Evensong on Sundays, but full peals taking 3 hours to complete are only attempted 

occasionally.  



There are 56 steps to the ringing chamber, the walls of which are festooned with 

bellringing equipment. The bells themselves are accessible only by ascent of two wall 

ladders and inspection of the belfry and the ringing chambers is not allowed. 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: 

1901 Public appeal opened.                               

1903 New tower and bells dedicated in memory of Queen Victoria by Bishop Leaver 

on the second anniversary of her death 

1910 A flourishing band of ringers records its activities in writing and on film 

1919 Honour board placed in the belfry dedicated to ringers who served in W W. 

1920’s Bells rarely heard due to lack of ringers 

1932 Cathedral’s Rover Scouts took over ringing the bells 

1934 Bells rung by “Great Adventure’ team of English tourists 

1950’s Bells clocked by ropes wound round the clappers 

1961 Cathedral Youth Fellowship cleaned and repaired the bells then began receiving 

tuition from recently arrived English migrants 

1962 First quarter peal rung 

1963 Only peal rung - for Queen’s visit 

1968 Meckering earthquake caused tower movement to increase by 80% 

1973 The bells rang in ‘1812 Overture’ performed in Supreme Court Gardens 

50th quarter peal rung. Bells silenced after brick became dislodged 

Handbells used for service ringing 

1974 Bells removed from the tower and sent to England for recasting 

1975 New bells blessed by Archbishop Sambell 

1976 First quarter peal rung on new bells 

1977 Ringing Festival held in Perth for the first time wih ringers from all states 

1979 First peal rung on the new bells 

1983 100th quarter peal rung on new bells 

1988 Large parties of English ringers rang here to celebrate the bicentenary 

1990 200th quarter peal rung 

1992 23rd peal rung on the new bells 

1993 300th quarter peal rung 

  

Back 

  

THE BELLS AND THEIR WEIGHTS 

Seven of the original eight bells cast in 1901 by John Warner & Sons, London were 

melted down in 1975. Only the old 18cwt tenor escaped recasting and now hangs in 

the corner of the belfry used as a service bell. The present bells were cast in 1975 by 

John Taylor & Co, Loughborough but are not easy to ring because the tower’s 

foundations are not stable. 

Treble 2cwt 3qrs 13lbs =  146kg 

2          3       0      23         163 

3          3       1      20         174 

4          4       0      20         212 

5          0       0      11         259 

6          5       2      25         291 

7          7       1        1         368 

8          11     0      18         567 

  

Back 



  

TOWER CAPTAINS 

1907 -12 J Barrs            1912 -21  J Gardiner  1921 - 32 W Townsend 

1932 - 60  ?                   1962 -69   Laith Reynolds      1969   Tony Mann 

1970 - 71 Basil Potts      1972  Chris Carter                 1973 - 75 Tim Gregory 

1976 - 77 Laura Ivey     1978 - 79 David Knewstub   1980 - 84 Ian McLeod 

1985 - 86 J Skinner         1987 Herbert Woolven          1988 - 90 Eric White 

1991 - 2001 David Knewstub   Current: Josclyn Sloan 

  

On the Bells are the following inscriptions: 

1.The Children’s Memorial to the Good Queen;  

May children of her children say She wrought her people lasting good. 

2. W T Loton, Treasurer Memorial Committee: 

While thus we join in cheerful sound; may love and loyalty abound. 

3. J T Hobbs & J J Harwood, Wardens 1901: 

Ye people all that hear me ring, be faithful to your God and King. 

4. F Goldsmith, MA, Dean: 

Rejoice with them that do rejoice; and weep with them that weep. 

5. C O L Riley DD 3rd Bishop: 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

6. H H Parry DD 2nd Bishop: 

Ring in the valiant man and free, the larger heart, the kindlier hand.  

7. M B Hale DD  lst Bishop: 

Ring out the darkness of the land, ring in the Christ that is to be. 

8. G Sambell, Archbishop; T Gregory, Captain: J Hazlewood, Dean: 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. All the earth doth 

worship thee. 

The original tenor bell (now used as the day bell):In memory of Victoria, Queen from 

1837 to 1901: 

Her court was pure, her life serene; a thousand claims to reverence closed; God 

gave her peace; her land reposed; in her as mother, wife and Queen. 

  

  

  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

  

CROSSES: 

  

Westminster Cross is at the top of the Governor’s Steps on the south side; it was 

presented to the people of Western Australia in recognition of their contribution 

towards restoration of Westminster Abbey. This cross was removed from the Abbey 

because it did not fit in with the restoration plans of the architect. It was unveiled on 

October 7th 1981 by H R H The Duke of Edinburgh. 

Canterbury Cross: the Latin inscription reads “the Cross is a copy of one made in 

the 8th century.” It is set in stone taken from the walls of Christ Church Canterbury. 

As the emblem of salvation and earnest of friendships it was given to this Cathedral 

by the Friends’ of Canterbury Cathedral, 1935. 

Processional Cross is a silver cross given as a memorial to the Rt Rev’d Frederick 

Goldsmith, Dean of Perth from 1886 to 1904 and Bishop of Bunbury 1904-1917. 

A second processional cross is a memorial to Sir James and Lady Lee-Steere. Sir 

James was the first Speaker in the House of Assembly in the WA Parliament. 

  

  



Alongside the organ loft and forming a wall between it and the South transept is a 

wooden screen, the two portions of which stand in marked contrast because of 

their differing designs. A tablet nearby attributes the erection of the upper portion of 

the screen to R Cecil Clifton., who designed and carved the screen in 1914. It is a 

memorial to his granddaughter Mary Rose Cecil Davies. The lower portion of the 

screen was executed by I H Plackbury. 

  

  

Hymn and Psalm Boards were given in 1918 by R C Clifton 

  

  

Gifts. 

Communion Vessels: a silver ciborium given by the Bishop of the North West, the  

Rt Rev’d Frewer, in memory of F Goldsmith, Dean. 

Silver Paten from Archbishop Riley in thanksgiving for return from War in 1917 

Chalice given by Mrs Tindal in memory of her husband, former Chancellor of the 

Diocese (1977) 

Silver Ciborium in memory of Archdeacon Parry 

Silverplated and goldlined ciborium ‘a thanksgiving for the life of Marion Banks’ given 

by Bill and Joan Ure. 

Chalice of beaten silver knob ornamented with 4 carbuncles from Dean and Mrs 

Latham 

Beaten sterling silver chalice, purple stones set in stem and silver paten in memory 

of O Burt given by Mrs M E Balston 1947 

Beaten copper cross with silver edging and enamel centrepiece, two wooden 

silverbanded candlesticks in memory of three students killed in WW1 given by past 

members of St John’s Theological College. 

  

  

Vestment Chest given in 1950 in memory of one buried in East Perth Cemetery. 

2 Georgian Candlesticks given in 1978 by Mr Pittard Snr for St Saviour’s Chapel. 

Memorial Book for Crypt given by B and J Pengelly in 1983 (lost.....) 

Years’ Mind Book given in 1983 

An Altar Service Book was given by D C Duncan in 1964. 

Harpsichord in memory of A W Buttrose  

Silver Baptismal Shell given by Marwood Kingsmill in memory of father.  

  

PICTURES: The Madonna .a gift from the Friends of the Cathedral, painted by 

Robert Dickerson, an Australian artist.(1974) 

The Holy Family, a memorial to Marjorie Burton who worked for nine years in the 

outback from a caravan provided by the Girls’ Friendly Society. An Arthur Murch 

painting (1970).gift from GFS 

  

  

STATUE OF ST GEORGE. The carving was purchased from Oberammergau in 1970 

and is a gift from the Friends of the Cathedral. 

  

Near the Canterbury Cross is a small square of wood, which came from the jarrah 

tree under which the first Church of England service was held in W.A. The same 

jarrah tree later became the belfry of the ‘bullrush Church’. 

  

  



Bishop’s Throne..carved and canopied seat is fashioned in jarrah and is a memorial 

to Perth’s first two bishops. The Diocesan Arms are positioned in front of the canopy.  

  

  

Chancellor’s Stall...together with the Archdeacons and Canons stalls this is typical 

of Church furniture of the past. The Chancellor’s seat was given to the Cathedral by 

Sir John Winthrop Hackett. As a memorial to him, a brass plate has been affixed to it 

by his friend Archbishop Riley. 

  

  

Bishops’ Chairs...these more modern chairs with their red cushions are a memorial 

to Perth’s third Archbishop, the Most Reverend Robert Moline. 

  

  

The X chair, is a beautifully carved 19th century chair given by Guy Hampton in 

memory of his wife Marion. The actual carving was executed by his Mother, Emma 

Hampton. 

  

  

Jarrah Block set into the wall near the Canterbury Cross in the South Transept is a 

small square of wood which came from the Jarrah tree under which the first Anglican 

service was held in 1829. Timber from the same tree later became the belfry of 

Perth’s first church. 

  

  

Votive candle stand gift of Mrs Bodycoat in 1975 (removed by order of Archbishop 

1976) restored in the1980’s 

  

Mulberry trees removed in 1938...some used for altar now in the North Transept; a 

memorial tablet on the altar states that the trees were planted by J B Wittenoom. 

  

  

BANNERS; Mothers’ Union...given in appreciation of work of Mrs Cecil Andrews, 

Diocesan Secretary 1918 to 1927, President 1927 to 1929. Cathedral MU 

Banner...semi-precious stone had been in the episcopal ring of Bishop Knight of 

Bunbury...received by Dean John Bell February 1956.  Made by Melbourne man. 

St George...given by Friends Assoc 

  

The Cathedral measures 158 feet (47.40 metres) from the West door to the High 

Altar, and the arms of the cross from the north to south transept measure 96 feet 

(28.80 metres).  

  

  

BURT HALL. 

  

This occupies the site on which had been a cottage, once the Military Officers’ 

quarters and later the Church Office. The Hall is the gift of the Honourable Septimus 

Burt K C and Mrs Burt and is a memorial to their two sons killed in the 1914 -1918 

war. The foundation stone was laid on October 26 1917 by Lord Forrest, and the Hall 

was formally handed over to the diocese by Sir Edward Stone on June 12 of the 

following year. It was designed by Mr Herbert Parry, a son of Bishop Parry. 

Worked into the fabric on the south side of the building can be seen the Diocesan 

arms of Perth and the Burt family crest.  



The stained glass window was given by Mrs Septimus Burt and her family in memory 

of her husband. The window was unveiled and dedicated by Archbishop Riley on 24 

December 1922. It consists mainly of four large panels with figures representing the 

virtues of Justice, Prudence, Temperance, and Fortitude. Beneath these panels are 

the Coats of Arms of the U.K. and Australia, together with the Diocesan Arms of 

Canterbury and Perth. Along the East and West Walls are depicted the Diocesan 

arms of Western Australia  and other Australian cities (Adelaide, East Wall, Bunbury, 

Perth, North West, Kalgoorlie, Brisbane, Tasmania, Melbourne, Sydney, Repton 

School Crest (West Wall.) Repton School is in Derbyshire, England, where the Burt 

brothers received some of their early education. The motto ‘Porta Vacat Culpa’ ...the 

house of Sir John Port is free from blame....can be seen on the crest above the 

memorial tablet.  

A Memorial Tablet consisting of Donnybrook stone and Australian marble is on the 

staircase leading to lower Burt Hall. 

In 1939 The Hall was extended towards the Cathedral end through monies from the 

estate of Mr McNess. 

In 1941 the Hall was opened for use by troops on leave and also acted as a clearing 

house for evacuees.  

  

  

THE DEANERY (OLD) 

Was built in 1859 as a residence for the first Dean of St George’s Cathedral, the 

Rev’d G P Pownall. Prior to that time, it had been the site of Perth’s first goal. The 

goal stood somewhat further back from the Terrace alignment. 

In front of its door was stood the native chief Midgegaroo when on May16, 1833 he 

was shot by a party of soldiers of the 63rd Regiment after his condemnation by a 

court consisting of the Lieutenant Governor (Captain Irwin) and the Executive 

Council of the Colony. In 1832 and 1833 there had been various killings of white 

men by aborigines and of aborigines by the white men; but a particularly brutal and 

callous murder of a aborigine by a ruffian who had just come to the Colony from 

Tasmania roused the native leaders to such a frenzy that, proceeding to the scene of 

the murder, they waited there till the next white man came along and thereupon 

murdered two of them. For this a price was put on the heads of three chiefs, 

Midgegaroo, his son Yagan and Munday.  ‘He was palpably guilty (Irwin wrote) and 

as he was beyond hope of being reformed - he was 50 years of age  - there was 

nothing to do but order his execution,’ On the morning of May 1833 Mr John Morgan, 

Govt Resident of Perth, read the warrant ordering the execution. 

  

 The Rev’d George Pownall arrived in Perth in 1855 following the death of the first 

Colonial Chaplain, the Rev’d J B Wittenoom who had his own dwelling on the site of 

what is now the Weld Club. 

  

With the creation of the Diocese of Perth and the resultant elevation of the town to 

the status of a city, the old St George’s Church became a Cathedral and Pownall was 

appointed the first Dean by Bishop Hale in 1858. 

  

The designer of the Deanery was probably Mr R Jewell, the colonial Clerk of Works, 

who also designed the Railway Station, Town Hall, Wesley Church and several other 

important buildings. 

  

A charming example of early colonial architecture, the Old Deanery is unique in 

Perth, having survived all these years without structural alteration. It was used as a 

residence for over 90 years and has always been the home or the offices of the 



Deans of Perth.  In 1953 when it was proposed to pull down the building and erect a 

multi-storied office block on the site there was a strong outcry. The proposal was 

quietly shelved and the then Dean of Perth, the Very Rev’d John Bell, paid for some 

essential repairs out of his own pocket. 

  

The building has been classified by the National Trust for preservation at all costs. 

  

 


